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LET  THOSE  WHO  BELIEVE  IN  JESUS 
DRAW  INTO  FELLOWSHIP 


^ HE  Five  1 ear  Movement  is  an  abbreviated  name  for 
the  term  “The  Five  Year  Forward  Evangelistic 
Movement.” 

As  a result  of  meditation  and  discussions  an  inter-church 
conference  of  Chinese  Christians  unanimously  adopted  a five- 
year  program  of  vigorous  and  aggressive  evangelism  with  the 
definite  hope  that  at  the  end  of  that  period  the  present  member- 
ship of  the  Christian  church  will  be  at  least  doubled.  This  was  a 
very  significant  decision,  which  I believe,  if  faithfully  carried  out, 
will  mean  a great  step  forward  for  the  people  within  as  well  as 
without  the  Christian  church. 

Let  me  quote  the  resolution  passed  at  this  conference: 


“In  order  to  hasten  the  fulfill- 
ment of  Christ’s  last  commission, 
to  meet  the  deep  religious  needs  of 
our  people,  and  to  vitalize  the  spir- 
itual life  of  our  fellow  Christians, 
we,  after  fervent  prayer  and  care- 
ful consideration, 

“(1)  Earnestly  request  the 
church  in  South  China  and  in  the 
whole  nation  to  consolidate  all 
their  Christian  forces,  and  by  in- 
dividual and  united  effort  to  carry 
out  a vigorous  evangelistic  move- 
ment, in  the  hope  that  within  the 
next  five  years  the  number  of  Chris- 
tians will  at  least  be  doubled.  At 
the  same  time  special  care  should 
be  taken  that  those  who  join  the 
Christian  church  should  clearly 
understand,  the  meaning  of  follow- 
ing Christ. 

“(2)  We  request  all  the  various 
Christian  bodies,  such  as  the  gov- 
erning body  of  each  church,  the 
Christian  federations  in  different 
places,  all  missionaries,  educa- 
tional and  medical  institutions, 
Young  Men’s  and.  Young  Women's 
Christian  Associations,  literature 
societies,  church  papers,  etc.,  to 
join  unitedly  in  this  campaign. 

“(3)  We  request  the  National 
Christian  Council  to  join  with  us 
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in  this  campaign,  and  to  assist  in 
its  promotion  and  plans  in  the 
hope  that  united  action  through- 
out the  whole  of  China  may  be  se- 
cured.” 

A National  Movement 

The  National  Christian  Council 
of  China,  representing  practically 
all  the  missions  and  churches,  has 
lined  up  solidly  behind,  a “Five 
Year  Movement,”  which  is  in  es- 
sence a five  years’  program  of  evan- 
gelism. The  twofold  objective  of 
this  national  movement  is:  (1) 
“The  cultivation  among  Christians 
of  a deeper  knowledge  of  Christ, 
of  a more  intimate  fellowship  with 
Him,  and  of  a more  courageous  fol- 
lowing of  Ilim  in  all  the  relation- 
ships of  life.”  (2)  “The  carrying 
out  of  a vigorous  evangelistic  pro- 
gram in  the  hope  that  within  the 
next  five  years  the  number  of 
Christians  will  at  least  be  doubled.” 

Main  Features  of  Movement 

This  plan  aims  at  the  cooperative 
participation  of  all  the  Christian 
bodies  and  individuals  in  China. 
These  latter,  it  is  urged,  pastors 
and  evangelists  should  enlist  and 
train  in  the  twofold  ministry  of 
intercession  and  personal  work,  it 


is  a forward  move  of  great  signif- 
icance that  indicates  that  in  the 
midst  of  unsatisfactory  conditions 
and  uncertainty  the  Chinese  church 
is  entering  into  a reassertive  and 
aggressive  mood  which  should  in 
time  free  it  from  the  inhibiting 
effects  of  recent  changes  and  up- 
sets in  its  environment. 

Importance  of  Organized  Church 

In  the  first  place  this  amounts  to 
a definite  appeal  for  recognition  of 
the  important  position  of  the  or- 
ganized Christian  church  in  spite 
of  its  shortcomings  and  limitations. 
We  do  not  hold  the  view  that  the 
Christian  church  is  like  Noah's 
Ark,  and  that  those  within  the  ark 
are  saved,  but  those  without  must 
perish. 

The  plans  for  the  national  for- 
ward movement  recognize  that  the 
Christian  church  is  not  an  end  in 
itself,  but  rather  a means  to  an 
end ; it  is  still  a fitting  instrument 
for  the  carrying  on  of  certain  great 
tasks.  It  is  a place  where  we  can 
worship  God  collectively;  it  is  a 
place  where  we  enjoy  the  fellow- 
ship of  men  and  women  of  like- 
minded  religious  faith  ; it  is  a place 
where  we  may  receive  training  for 
our  religious  and  daily  life  in  all 
fields  of  activities ; it  is  a place 
where  we  may  serve  people  and  put 
our  religion  into  practice ; it  is  a 
place  where  we  may  propagate  the 
saving  faith  which  we  have  em- 
braced so  that  others  may  share 
our  religious  benefits.  The  church 
exists  for  these  and  other  high 
ends.  With  all  its  imperfections, 
it  is,  we  repeat,  still  the  best  or- 
ganization for  promoting  the  full 
life.  So  this  movement  is  an  en- 
deavor to  enlist  men  and  women  to 
work  together  in  this  great  Chris- 
tian fellowship  in  order  to  perform 
these  great  tasks.  Let  those  who 
honestly  believe  in  Jesus  Christ 
draw  into  this  fellowship  instead 
of  separating  from  it;  seek  to  im- 
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prove  it  from  within  rather  than 
from  without. 

Quality  of  Membership 

In  the  second  place,  you  will 
note  that  this  movement  is  going 
out  for  quality  as  well  as  quantity 
of  church  membership.  Those  who 
come  to  the  church  ought  to  under- 
stand thoroughly  the  meaning  of 
becoming  a follower  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Christian  church  does 
not  depend  merely  upon  its  statis- 
tical strength.  The  thickness  of 
the  church  roll  does  not  necessarily 
mean  the  success  of  its  work.  Yet 
we  are  convinced  that  we  must  def- 
initely go  in  for  the  multiplication 
of  the  present  church  membership. 

Need  of  Church  Members 

Eecently,  one  of  my  friends 
rightly  remarked  that  before  we 
consider  the  famine  of  Christian 
leadership  which  there  is  in  the 
church,  we  must  consider  the  fam- 
ine of  church  members.  After  more 
than  a century  of  Protestant  Chris- 
tianity in  China  we  have  less  than 
half  a million  full  church  members 
today.  This  figure  is  certainly  not 
high ; it  is  insufficient  to  form  an 
influential  constituency  in  the  Chi- 
nese nation ; its  voice  is  not  heard ; 
its  views  are  not  respected,  and  its 
opinion  is  scarcely  articulate.  Hu- 
manly speaking,  if  the  church  goes 
on  at  the  present  rate  of  gaining 
members,  it  will  take  many  more — 
one  does  not  like  to  say  how  many 
— years  to  Christianize  China.  To 
meet  this  situation  this  movement 
will  positively  work  for  more  mem- 
bers in  the  Christian  church. 

Consolidation  of  Forces 

In  the  next  place,  this  movement 
seeks  for  the  consolidation  of  all 
the  Christian  forces  in  undertaking 
its  program.  All  Christian  agen- 
cies, such  as  the  church,  the  educa- 
tional and  medical  institutions,  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  the 
Bible  and  Christian  literature  soci- 
eties, Christian  periodicals,  Chris- 


tian  federations  and  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  churches,  are  called 
upon  to  unite  in  this  great  drive. 
Again,  in  order  to  make  effective 
this  consolidation  of  all  the  Chris- 
tian forces,  this  movement  seeks 
the  spiritual  force  which,  is  the 
basic  factor  in  any  such  movement. 
Unless  Christians  are  infused  with 
a holy  enthusiasm,  and  their  spir- 
itual life  heightened,  they  will  not 
be  able  to  undertake  anything  of 
this  kind;  therefore  the  nurture 
of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church 
and  the  capitalizing  of  the  spirit- 
ual forces  at  its  disposal  are  of 
fundamental  importance. 

A Missionary  Movement 
This  movement  calls  upon  the 
Christian  forces  not  only  to  evan- 
gelize their  own  neighborhoods, 
but  also  to  take  up  the  missionary 
enterprise  among  people  far  away. 
It  will  seek  to  utilize  existing 
forces  to  develop  the  churches  in 
the  rural  districts;  it  will  utilize, 
also,  existing  agencies  for  the  reli- 
gious training  of  the  younger  gen- 
erations in  the  home,  the  school, 
and  the  church.  It  will  utilize  the 
cooperative  potentialities  of  the 
church  so  that  goodwill  and  har- 
mony will  be  seen  in  the  team  work 
of  its  various  units.  It  will  also 
use  the  silent  messenger  of  the 
printed  page  for  the  evangelization 
of  China.  Christian  literature  is, 
we  believe,  one  of  the  most  effec- 
tive means  by  which  the  Christian 
message  may  reach  the  people  far 
and  wide.  It  is  lamentable  that  up 
to  the  present  time  inadequate  at- 
tention has  been  paid  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  It  will  call  upon 
the  agencies  that  are  working  for 
the  training  of  church  workers; 


particularly  will  it  aim  to  increase 
the  number  of  those  who  give  vol- 
untary service  for  the  spreading 
of  the  Christian  Gospel.  It  will 
call,  finally,  upon  the  foreign  mis- 
sionaries to  lend  a helping  hand  in 
this  great  movement.  The  churches 
make  a Macedonian  appeal  to  the 
churches  of  the  West  to  come  over 
and  help  the  churches  in  China. 
The  Christian  forces  in  China,  all 
put  together,  still  find  themselves 
inadequate,  so  they  wish  that  there 
may  be  still  more  new  missionaries 
from  the  older  churches  who  have 
heard  the  voice  of  God  as  well  as 
the  call  from  the  field,  and  are 
ready  to  come  to  China  and  work 
with  Chinese  Christians  in  this 
great  program  of  doubling  the 
church  membership  within  the  next 
five  years. 

A Forward  March 

One  feels,  after  noting  the  ear- 
nestness of  the  regional  conference, 
that  the  Christian  church  is  begin- 
ning to  leave  its  trenches  and  is 
preparing  for  a forward  march. 

One  earnestly  prays  that  God 
may  help  His  people  in  this  land 
not  only  to  remain  faithful  to  Him 
and  to  Jesus  Christ,  but  to  be  pos- 
itively willing  and  ready  to  move 
forward  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  an- 
cient land  of  China. 

We  pray  that  the  entire  Chris- 
tian community  in  China,  both 
Chinese  and  missionaries,  may  join 
hands  and  hearts  to  strive  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  program. 

If  this  is  done,  we  shall  rejoice 
and  re-echo  the  great  saying  of 
Saint  Paul  that  “all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God.” 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  cooperating  in  this  Five 
Year  Movement.  An  increase  of  World  Service  funds,  given  to  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  will  encourage  the  Chinese  church  and 
strengthen  this  movement. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
150  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 


